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Re CAS Saigon} 0265 reporting General Don's views: Saigen
320, @k Saigon 316, and Saigon 329.

It is now clear that whether military proposed wartial
law or whether Nhu tricked them int.o it, Nhu took advantage of
its iwmposition to smash pagodas with police and Tung's Special
Forces loyal to him, thus placing onus on military in eyes of
world and Vietnamese people. Also clear that Nhu has maneuvered
himself into commanding position.

US Covernment cannot tolerate 5-1.tuation in which power
lies in Nhu's hands, Diem must be given chance to rid himself
of Nhu¥ and his coterie and replace them with best military
and political personalities available,

If, in spite of all of your efforts, Diem remains obdurate
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audl reruses,then we must face the possibility that Diem himself
cannct be preserved,

J¢ now believe immediate action must be taken to prevent Hnu frow
contolidating his position further, Therefore, unless you in consulta-
i+ with Rarkins perceive overriding objections you are authorizod

sroceed along following lines:

(1) First, we must press on appropriate levels of GVN following

(a) USG cannot accept actions against Buddhists taken by
fim; and hils collaborators under coveriiartial law,
(b) Frompt dramatic actions redress situation must be taken,
wling repeal of decree 10, release of arrested monks, nuns, etec
(2) e must at same time also tell key military leaders that US
yuld find it impossible to continue suppoft GVN militarily and
economically unless above steps are fakeﬁ'iﬁhediately which we
recognize requires removal of the Nhusg from the scene, We wish give
Uien reasonable opportunity to remove Nhus; 'but if he remains obdurate{
rhen we ave prepared to accept the obvious implicatien that wa caﬁ no
longer support Diem, You may also tell appropriate military commanders
we will give them direct support in any interim pericd of breakdown

cential government mechanism.
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{3) M. recognlze the necessity of removing taint on military

wooda raids and placing blame squarely on Nhu, Tou are authorized
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such statements made in Saigon as you consider desirable
; to take same line here and
thig objective, We are prepared/to have Voice of jwerica meke

at along lines contained in next numbered telcgram whenevor you
sord, preferably as soon as possible.

qeurrently with above, Ambassador and country team shouid

atly examine ell porsitle alternative leadership and make detailed
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co how we might bring about Diem's replacement if this should

e NeCesSsSa \y’ .

sume you will consult with General larkins re any precautions

TS

cessary protect american personnel during crisis period,
ou will onderstand that we cannot frem lashington give you

iled instrouctions as to how this operation should proceed, but
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2111 also koow we will back you to the hilt on actiens you take

chieve our objectives,

cedless to say we have held knowledge of this telegram to
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‘nimum essential people and assume you w a ila recautions
i pl d ass y 111 take slmilar precautior
leaks,

revent premature kmmeksx
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