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October 30, 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

At the request of Secretary Rusk, I telephoned Ambassador
Dobrynin at approximately 7:15 p,m, on Saturday, October 27th,

I asked him if he would come to frhe Justice Department at a quarter
of eight.

We met in my office. I told him first that we understood
that the work was continuing on the Soviet missile bases in Cuba,
Further, I explained to him that in the last two hours we had found
that our planes flying over Cuba had been fired upon and that one of
our U-2's had been shot down and the pilot killed, I said these men
were flying unarmed planes,

Itold him that this was an extremely serious turn in events.
We would have to make certain decisions within the next 12 or pos-
sibly 24 hours. There was a very little time left, If the Cubans
were shooting at our planes, then we were going to shoot back,

This could not help but bring on further incidents and that he had

better understand the full implications of this matter.
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He raised the point that the argument the Cubans were
making was that we were viclating Cuban air space. I replied that
if we had not been violating Cuban air space then we would still be
believing what he and Khrushchev had said toamsme -~ that there
were no long-range missiles in Cuba. In any case I said that this
matter was far more serious than the air space over Cuba and
involved peoples all over the world,

I said that he had better understand the situation and he
had better communicate that understanding to Mr., Khrushchev,
Mr. Khrushchev and he had misled us. The Soviet Union had
secretly established missile bases in Cuba while at the game time
proclaiming, privately and publicly, that this would never be done.
I said those missile bases had to go and they had to go right away.
We had to have a commitment by at least tomorrow that those
bases would be removed., This was not an ultimatum, I said, but
just ;1 statement of fact, He should understand that if they ciid not
remove those bases then wc would remove them. His country
might take retaliatory action but he should understand that before
this was over, while there might be dead Americans there would

also be dead Russians.
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He asked me then what offer we were making, I said a
letter had just been transmitted to the Soviet Embassy which stated
in substance that the missile bases should be dismantled and all
offensive weapons should be removed from Cuba, In return, if
Cuba and Castro and the Communists ended their subversive
activities in other Central and Latin«Ame rican countries, we would
agree to keep peace in the Caribbean and not permit an invasion
from American soil,

He then asked me about Khrushchev's other proposal deal-
ing with the removal of the missiles from Turkey, I replied that
there could be no quid pro quo == no deal of this kind could be made.
This was a matter that had to be considered by NATO and that it
was up to NATO to make the decision. I said it was completely
impossible for NATO to take such a step under the present threatenw
ing position of the Soviet Union. &mte*‘t@ulapséde@w
vour. instructivans, I mentioned four-or.five -meonths == T s¥d T wiz—
sure that these matters could be-reselved-aati sfactaxrily,

Per your instructions I repeated that there could be no
deal of any kind and that any steps toward easing tensions in other
parts of the world largely depended on the Soviet Union and Mr,
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Khrushchev taking action in Cuba and taking it immediately,

I repeated to him that this matter could not wait and that
he had better contact Mr. Khrushchev and have a commitment from
him by the next day to withdraw the missile bases under United
Nations supervision for otherwise, I said, there would be drastic

consequences,
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